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Re-opening procedures for St. Edward’s Parish 

Date of Re-opening  Saturday, May 23 

1. Mass schedule is Saturday 4:00 and 5:30 pm.  And Sunday 9:00 & 11:00 am and 

5:15 pm. No 7:30 Mass 

2. We will use our parking lot for the Mass, set up like a drive in movie theater.  Cars 

will be set up in rows facing the front door of the church.  I will offer the Mass, but 

you must stay in your cars. 

3. The church building will not be open, so bathrooms will not be available.   

4. During this time the Bishop has decreed that there is no obligation to attend Mass, 

especially if there is a safety or health concern.   

5. We can accommodate approximately 60 cars at each Mass.  That gives you safe 

distance between them, and an emergency exit lane that allows anyone who has to 

leave to pull out of the parking lot. 

6. Everyone must wear a face covering when you exit your car for Holy Communion.  

Please bring your own masks.  

7. Cars enter the parking lot from the McBean Drive side.  There will be an entry tent 

at which each car stops for the following 

a. confirm reservation (which can be made on the website) 

b. receive masks (if needed, but we don’t have in infinite supply so please bring 

your own) 

c. pick up a bulletin with Mass instructions. 

d. drop offering into a basket (there will be no ushers going from car to car to 

reduce contact) 

e. if there is someone in your car who is unable to walk to the front of the lot for 

Holy Communion, a flag will be placed on your car so that we know to bring 

Communion to you.  

f. All of this should be done without contact.  All parking volunteers must wear 

masks, gloves for safety and vests to identify them as assisting with parking.  

g. Please follow the directions of the parking volunteers. 

8. Audio 

a. So that you can hear the Mass, we will use an FM transmitter.  We will let 

you know what frequency to set your radio so that you can pick up the signal. 

b. Cars should not be running during the Mass. 

9. Reservations to avoid possible overcrowding at 4:00 and 11:00 Masses 
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c. To try to avoid this problem, we have a simple reservation system on our 

website.  You just go to saintedwardchurch.org, click on the reservation link, 

and pick your Mass.  It will ask for your name and e-mail address so that you 

can be on the reservation list kept at the front tent.  This will help us to better 

spread people out among our Masses.   

d. If you are not great with the computer, you can call the office on Thursday or 

Friday.  Even if you leave a message, Eileen Burke can make the reservation 

for you. 

10. What if it rains?  I move the altar under overhang and the mass goes on. 

11. Holy Communion 

a. For health reasons I strongly encourage all parishioners to receive Holy 

Communion in the hand rather than on the tongue during this crisis.  

b. Rows will be called up one at a time to receive.  Parishioners will exit their 

cars to come up for Holy Communion.   

c. No more than 50 people may be out of their cars at any time. 

d. All who exit their cars must wear face coverings.  

e. People come up single file with six feet between them (for social distancing) 

to receive Communion, and then return to their cars.   

f. Parking volunteers will give direction at a safe distance. 

g. Communion will be brought to a car for the handicapped or infirm. 

h. All cars should remain for the final blessing, especially for the safety of those 

walking in the lot to receive Communion. 

12. Why are we doing this—because we want to offer our people the chance to 

receive Holy Communion—the Bread of life, the flesh of Christ.  Our love for the 

Eucharist is what makes Catholics Catholic. 

13. Is it a perfect system  -- no way.  Is it challenging and uncomfortable—yes.  

But it is the best we can do to get through this situation with the consolation of the 

Word of God and the Body of Christ.  Soon I hope we are back in our church, but 

until then, be patient, because this will not be easy.  But in this moment, all we can 

do is the best that we can.  Happy Memorial Day, and God bless you all. 


