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~ Requiescat in Pace ~ 



In the life of the Christian “[a]ll the sacraments, and principally those of 
Christian Initiation, have as their goal the last Passover of the child of God 
which, through death, leads him into the life of the Kingdom. Then what he 
confessed in faith and hope will be fulfilled.”1 Indeed, for the faithful “the 
day of death inaugurates, at the end of his sacramental life, the fulfillment of 
his new birth begun at Baptism, the definitive ‘conformity’ to the ‘image of 
the Son’ conferred by the anointing of the Holy Spirit, and participation in 
the feast of the Kingdom which was anticipated in the Eucharist...The 
Church who, as mother, has borne the Christian sacramentally in her womb 
during his earthly pilgrimage, accompanies him at his journey’s end, in order 
to surrender him ‘into the Father’s hands.’ She offers to the Father, in Christ, 
the child of his grace and she commits to the earth, in hope, the seed of the 
body that will rise in gory. This offering is fully celebrated in the Eucharistic 
sacrifice.”2  
 
 The funeral rites of the Church are liturgical celebrations which occur in 
the corresponding three places in which they are conducted: the home or 
funeral home, the church, and the cemetery. Particularly in the Funeral Mass 
(Mass of Christian Burial), “the Church expresses her efficacious communion 
with the departed: offering to the father in the Holy Spirit the sacrifice of the 
death and resurrection of Christ, she asks to purify his child of his sins and 
their consequences, and to admit him to the Paschal fullness of the table of 
the Kingdom.”3 This final greeting and prayer of the Church on behalf of her 
child is a testament to faith we carry in eternal life and of our connection 
with those who have gone before us:  
 

…we sing for his departure from this life and separation from us, but 
also because there is a communion and a reunion. For even dead, we 
are not at all separated from one another, because we all run the same 
course and we will find one another again in the same place. We shall 
never be separated, for we life for Christ, and now we are united with 
Christ as we go toward him…we shall all be together in Christ.4 

                                                      
1 Catechism of the Catholic Church, § 1680.  
2
 Catechism of the Catholic Church, § 1682-3. 

3
 Catechism of the Catholic Church, § 1689. 

4
 St. Simeon of Thessalonica, De Ordine Sepulturae, §336: PG 155, 684. 



Funeral Liturgy Outline 
 

Introductory Rites 
Greeting 

Sprinkling with Holy Water 
(Placing of the Pall) 

Opening Hymn 
Entrance Procession 

Opening Prayer 
 
 

Liturgy of the Word 
First Reading 

Responsorial Psalm 
Second Reading 

Gospel 
Homily 

General Intercessions 
 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 
(Offertory Procession) 

Offertory Hymn 
Eucharistic Prayer 

Distribution of Holy Communion 
Communion Hymn 

 
 

Final Commendation 
Prayer after Communion 

(Words of Remembrance) 
Song of Farewell 

Prayer of Commendation 
Recessional Hymn 

 

 



Song list 
 
For the Mass of Christian Burial, there are four hymns to be chosen: 

 
1. Processional Hymn 
2. Offertory Hymn 
3. Communion Hymn 
4. Recessional Hymn 

 
Please consult the below list as suggested hymns: 
 
The King of Love My Shepherd Is (Gather #712) 
I Know that My Redeemer Lives (Music Supp. #18) 
On Eagles’ Wings (Gather #691) 
Amazing Grace (Gather #645) 
Hail Mary, Gentle Woman (Gather #889) 
Here I am, Lord (Gather  #777) 
How Great Thou Art (Gather #578) 
Let there be Peace on Earth  (Gather #829) 
You are Mine (Gather #721) 
Be Not Afraid (Gather #683) 
Prayer of St. Francis (Gather #828) 
One Bread, One Body (Gather #932) 
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You (Gather #614) 
Ave Maria 
Eye has not seen (Gather #728) 
  



Remarks of Remembrance ("Eulogies") 

While a "eulogy" is not a requirement of the Catholic funeral ritual, many bereaved families 

nonetheless have the expectation that there will be an opportunity during the funeral Mass for someone 

to offer some "remarks of remembrance". 

To assure that they are in harmony with the sacred character of the Mass, any "Remarks of 

Remembrance" given at funerals must follow the following guidelines: 

 "Remarks of Remembrance" should be seen as a way to give praise and thanks to God for the life 

of the deceased. In other words, the remarks should place emphasis on how God has been seen 

acting in the life and in the death of the deceased or how God has blessed us and the world 

through the life and faithful example of the deceased. 

 The Remarks should not be a listing of the accomplishments of the deceased nor should these 

remarks become a recitation of stories about the speaker himself or herself. 

 Ordinarily, there is to be only one person who offers Remarks of Remembrance. If there are 

several people who would ask or be asked to offer such remarks, they could contribute to compose 

one set of Remarks together. As a possibility, all could stand near the pulpit while one or more of 

them read the Remarks in the name of the group. 

 As another alternative, a time could be set aside during the wake or at the after-funeral gathering 

for more people to share remarks individually. 

 In exceptional cases (e.g., an untimely death or tragic circumstances), the pastor may permit more 

than one person to speak in remembrance of the deceased. 

 The person chosen to offer the Remarks should be able to maintain composure while speaking. It 

becomes very uncomfortable for all present when grief overcomes the speaker. When a family 

member is overcome by grief or loss and is at the same time trying to speak publicly, it makes it 

very difficult for all involved. 

 Keeping in mind the sacred nature of the Mass and the church setting, the person who offers the 

remarks is not permitted to share stories, use language or perform any action which is in poor 

taste, disrespectful of the deceased or embarrassing to anyone present for the funeral. Any 

questions regarding the appropriateness of comments should be directed to the priest beforehand. 

 Remarks of Remembrance MUST BE WRITTEN out beforehand and not given "off-the-cuff." A 

copy of the remarks must be shared with the clergy for review before the funeral. Ideally, the 

copy is to be ready by the time of the wake service on the day before the funeral Mass is to be 

celebrated. 

 In all cases, the Remarks of Remembrance must not appear to be excessively long or more 

important than the Mass itself. Ideally the remarks should be NO LONGER THAN 2 to 3 

MINUTES in duration. This is usually the equivalent of one double-spaced typewritten page.   

 Please email remarks to frnick@saintedwardchurch.org for approval.  Remarks that are not submitted 

in writing will not be permitted. 

 

mailto:frnick@saintedwardchurch.org


Suggested Funeral Readings 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT 1st READING OPTIONS 
 
Wisdom 3:1-6. 9 
A reading from the book of Wisdom.   
 
But the souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them. 
They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead; and their passing away was 
thought an affliction and their going forth from us, utter destruction. But they are in 
peace. For if before men, indeed, they be punished, yet is their hope full of 
immortality; chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed, because God tried them and 
found them worthy of himself. As gold in the furnace, he proved them, and as 
sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. Those who trust in him shall understand 
truth, and the faithful shall abide with him in love: Because grace and mercy are with 
his holy ones, and His care is with His elect. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
 
Isaiah 25: 6a, 7-9 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.    
 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will provide for all peoples. On this mountain 
he will destroy the veil that veils all peoples, the web that is woven over all nations; he 
will destroy death forever. The Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces; the 
reproach of his people he will remove from the whole earth; for the LORD has 
spoken. On that day it will be said: "Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us! 
This is the LORD for whom we looked; let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved 
us!" 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
  



NEW TESTAMENT 2ND READING OPTIONS 
 
Romans 6:3-4. 8-9 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.      
 

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death? We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live in 
newness of life. If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live 
with him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no longer 
has power over him. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
Romans 14:7-9. 10-12 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  
  

None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, we live for the 
Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the 
Lord's. For this is why Christ died and came to life, that he might be Lord of both the 
dead and the living. For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is 
written: "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend before me, and every tongue 
shall give praise to God." So then each of us shall give an account of himself to God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 

 
 
2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-10 
A reading from the second letter of St. Paul to the Corinthians. 
 

For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we have a 
building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in heaven. 
So we are always courageous, although we know that while we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yet we are courageous, 
and we would rather leave the body and go home to the Lord. Therefore, we aspire to 
please him, whether we are at home or away. For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive recompense, according to what 
he did in the body, whether good or evil. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 



1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
A Reading from the first letter of St. Paul to the Thessalonians. 
 

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers, about those who have fallen asleep, so that 
you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and 
rose, so too will God, through Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep. Indeed, 
we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord 
himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of 
God, will come down from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are 
alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. Thus we shall always be with the Lord. Console one another with these words. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
1 John 3:1-2 

A reading from the first letter of John. 
 

See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the children of God. Yet 
so we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we 
are God's children now; what we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when 
it is revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
 
 

 
Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7 

A reading from the book of Revelation 
 

I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy city, a new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, "Behold, God's dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell 
with them and they will be his people and God himself will always be with them as their 
God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there shall be no more death or mourning, 
wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away." The one who sat on the throne said, 
"Behold, I make all things new. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. 
To the thirsty I will give a gift from the spring of life-giving water. The victor will inherit 
these gifts, and I shall be his God, and he will be my son." 
 

The Word of the Lord. 

 



Funeral Mass General Intercessions  

(may be adapted to include particular intentions of the family) 

 

1. In baptism ____________ received the light of Christ.  Scatter the darkness now 

and lead him/her over the waters of death. We pray to the Lord:   

 Response: Lord, hear our Prayer 

 

2. Our brother/ sister _____________ was nourished at the table of the Savior. 

Welcome him/her into the halls of the heavenly banquet. We pray to the Lord: 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer 

 

3. Many friends and members of our families have gone before us and await the 

kingdom. Grant them an everlasting home with your Son. We pray to the Lord: 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer 

 

4. Many people die by violence, war, and famine each day. Show your mercy to 

those who suffer so unjustly these sins against your love, and gather them to the 

eternal kingdom of peace. We pray to the Lord: 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer 

 

5. Those who trusted in the Lord now sleep in the Lord.  Give refreshment, rest, 

and peace to all whose faith is known to you alone. We pray to the Lord: 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer 

 

6. ______________’s family and friends seek comfort and consolation. Heal their 

pain and dispel the darkness and doubt that come from grief.  

We pray to the Lord: 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer 

 

Priest: concluding prayer --------------------- 

 (reader remains in place until the concluding prayer is finished) 
 


